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Curability of Tumours 
by Medicines.. 

PRELIMINARY REMARKS ON 
THERAPEUTIC PRINCIPLES. 

WH E N drugs affect certain parts 
of the economy specifically, the 

general fact is the one elaborated by 
the great and greatly vilified Paracel­
sus, and it constituted the backbone 
of his practice. 

Remedies owning this quality were 
his Appropriata. T h a t is, they are 
appropriated by the organs they re­
spectively and specifically influence, 
much as we may suppose the kidneys 
seize upon the particles in the blood to 
form what is then known as urine. 
Grounded on this basis, the medical 
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C H A P T E R X . 

John Hunter's Conception of a 
Cure the only TRUE ONE. 

 IN The Morton Lecture on Cancer 
and Cancerous Diseases for 1889, 

Sir Spencer Wells, Bart., F.R.C.S., 
quotes thus from John Hunte r (p. 30) :— 

Let me read to you what our great master, 
John Hunter, said just a hundred years ago 
(Palmer's edition of his works, vol. i., page 625) 
as to cures for cancer:— 

" No cure has yet been found; for what I 
call a cure is an alteration of the disposition 
and the effect of that disposition, and not the 
destruction of the cancerous parts. But as we 
have no such medicine, we are often obliged to 
remove cancerous parts, which extirpation, 
however, will often cure as well as we could 
do by changing the disposition and action. 
Arsenic seems to have some power of this kind, 



CHAPTER XIX. 

Tumour of the Right Breast. 
 IN unmarried lady of thirty-nine 

came under my observation,brought 
by her mother, on May 2nd, 1889. 
Spinal deformity all her life, andwearing 
instruments since she was twelve ; the 
lateral curvature being very consider­
able. Her father died of phthis is ; of 
her Geschwister two brothers and two 
sisters died of phthisis, and one brother 
died of typhoid. 

I have often noticed a proneness to 
typhoid in those disposed to phthisis. 
Rheumatism, neuralgia, measles and 
whooping cough, comprise the list of 
her own previous ailments. Her tongue 
is pippy in its anterior half; in the 
outer upper aspect of her right 



CHAPTER XX. 

The Physician must be a 
General. 

The Curing Art Warfare. 

I THINK I must somewhere have 
read that the great Napoleon's 

definition of war—La Guerre—runs 
thus . . . C'est Part d'etre le plus 
fort sur un point donne; and such is 

I the art of curing disease. 

THICKENING OF CARDIA. 

Lady , mother of nine children, 
came under my observation on March 
26/h, 1886, for a tumour at the top 
of the stomach and much vomiting. 
She was at the time fifty-three years 
of age, and in a very sad state indeed— 
hopeless, so every one thought. 
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