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Chapter 12

Isopathy and the Use of Nosodes

The termisopathyis used to describe the employment of potentised
remedies prepared from substances responsiblédodisease being
treated. The word is derived from the Grés&' meaning ‘equal’. It is

a matter for discussion as to whether isopathyldhuel addressed in a
textbook of homeopathy, as strictly speaking itBniteon excludes it
from consideration within that sphere of mediciHewever, as it has
been developed by homeopaths and its acceptanggdvas alongside
the development of homeopathy, isopathy is genecahsidered to be

a part of the armoury of the homeopath.

A nosodes a potentised remedy prepared from diseasecktmsthe
product of disease (from the Grerksos= diseasegidos= like).
(Strictly speaking, a remedy is only homeopathiemprescribed for a
patient whose symptomatology corresponds to thahefremedy -
until then it is simply a 'potentised’ remedy.)

Hahnemann himself prepared remedies from diseassdiet
foremost of which were the so-called 'miasmaticades, Psorinum,
Medorrhinum and Syphilinum. Since then many othease been
prepared, not only from human or animal derivatieg also
occasionally from plant sources. Examples of tledanclude Secale
(prepared from rye affected by ergot fungus) antildggp (corn smut).
In addition, with the advent of microbiological tiring techniques,
remedies have been prepared from pure culturedaftious agents. It
should be noted that the latter do not containairifie host tissue and
may therefore differ from their host-derived couptets. In order to
distinguish them from other nosodes, remedies ddrifrom pure
cultures are sometimes erroneously referred twoaseopathic vaccines
or, more correctlypathodes.

The major nosodes have undergone thorough prodndgheir use
in veterinary homeopathy on this basis is no diffeéfrom that of any
other homeopathic remedy. However, somewhere beti881 and
1833 Joseph Lux, a German veterinary surgeon, tige¢sd the idea of
using nosodes in the treatment of the specificadisérom which they
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were derived. Lux used Anthracinum in the treatnoérdattle affected
by anthrax and he is credited with coining the teopathyto describe
this field of therapy.

Nosodes are further classified on the basis oftluece and recipient.
An isonosodeis a potentised remedy made from diseased tissues o
products of disease from the same group of pafemteals. An
autonosodeis a potentised remedy made from diseased tissues o
products of disease from the same patient.

Bearing in mind the above definition of isopattye use of 'disease-
producing agents' other than those of an infectioatsire may be
included in the concept. Allergens, for instancayrbe potentised and
used in desensitising programmes. These are soewmtimather
clumsily, termedallergodes.Stretching the definition slightly, there is a
whole range of medicines available which are deriyeom the
potentisation of organs and tissues from healtlofviduals (usually
human). These medicines are termattodesdefined as ‘homeopathic
remedies made from healthy glandular or tissueaetdl, and are used
in organ support regimes, usually in conjunctiothwather levels of
homeopathic prescribing. Their use was first adigztdoy Hering in
1834.

Finally, under the heading of isopathy comes the tautopathy,a
form of isotherapy, using homeopathic remedies @reg from
allopathic medicine, in order to counteract thee stffects caused by
that particular medication'.

USES OF ISOPATHY

'Never Well Since'(NWS)

A clear causality in the history of a patient preed for homeopathy is
'like gold-dust’, such are its implications for segs, and this is no less
true if the instigating factor of the disease hasrbon the physical,
rather than the mental plane. If an infectiousatisecan be identified as
the cause of subsequent illness, then the usea$a@de of that disease
can not only be helpful but occasionally also efakin the successful
homeopathic treatment of that patient. The infecti@y of course have
been deliberately introduced in the form of a vaeriif available, a
homeopathic remedy derived from the vaccine itselff be used in this
situation. This latter could well be regarded agdpathy, and if the
exciting cause is identified as a particular altbfgamedicine, then the
use of a homeopathic preparation derived fromriedicine will be
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beneficial. This is particularly effective if thaienal is suffering from
recognised side effects of the medicine.

Desensitisation

Where a specific allergen is implicated, eithernfrdaboratory
investigations or circumstantial evidence, this rbaypotentised and
used in a desensitising programme.

Treatment of Active Disease

Where a specific disease is present in an indivjdha use of the
nosode from that disease may be employed. How#\bg disease is
unidentified, isopathy can still be employed bypareng an autonosode
from pathological emanations such as nasal disesaog diarrhoea.
Non-specific infectious disease may be counteredth®y use of
autonosodes prepared from blood and/or urine;l#tisr technique,
though rarely practised by the authors, is consiiéry its advocates to
confer a general improvement in immune responsatevbr the cause
of the infectious disease. However, a word of cautnay be appro-
priate here - it is the authors' experience tlettnent of active disease
with the specific nosode can result in a significaggravation of the
symptoms more frequently than would be expectedh fe purely
homeopathic approach.

Prophylaxis

It is generally accepted among homeopaths, medlichleterinary, that
when the nosode of a specific infectious diseasalministered to a
healthy individual a protective effect ensues. Alwal evidence and
veterinary homeopaths' experience, including th#t@authors, seems
to confirm that present dosage regimes of homeapatsodes in this
way have some protective effect. However, thergsiget no evidence
in the form of custom-designed trials to suppois thnd the area
remains contentious. Further discussion will benftbin Chapter 14.

Epidemic /epizootic disease

Opportunities for using nosodes in this situatiom f@re in veterinary
medicine; the advent of canine parvovirus in thék9and the 2001
Foot and Mouth disease (FMD) epizootic are excepti@lthough in
neither case are there any records of the usenaédyaathic nosodes for
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prophylaxis. Indeed, the use of nosodes for theplpytaxis of a
notifiable disease such as FMD would be unetha#hough it might
be considered in countries where the disease =neind

The pattern of Foot and Mouth disease is, of coimfieenced by the
disease control policies of national governmentbe Blaughter
approach to control, with or without temporary viaation, aims at a
disease-free national herd. This means that whebreaks occur they
follow an epizootic pattern. In parts of the worllere such policies are
not followed, the disease is often of a more erigzawtture.

Endemic/enzootic disease

This represents the most common form of prophylaxigloying
nosodes. Combined nosodes of all the common ioiestliseases are
available from the major homeopathic pharmaciesallg these will
have been produced from disease material, thougyie ik sometimes
uncertainty as to whether pure strains of the asgatmave been used
as source material.

One of the advantages of the prophylactic use sbdes is that they
can be prepared for any disease as long as thdiee@se material to
present to a homeopathic pharmacy. Consequentpdes have long
been prepared from such diseases as Feline Infsdderitonitis and
Feline Immunodeficiency Virus where no conventiomatcine has
been available.

Once again, in small animals, there is little enceto support the
use of nosodes in this way but one of us (Saxt@i)1Bas documented
significant effect in reducing the incidence oftdmper in a welfare
kennels by the use of distemper nosode.

In the case of farm animals several trials havenbgerformed,
notably in the control of mastitis in dairy cowsa§p1986).

In face of an outbreak (pre-emptive)

This is another area where there is documenteetesgdof efficacy of
use of nosodes. An outbreak of kennel cough ineading kennels was
managed by the administration of a nosode; incielefcdisease was
markedly reduced (Day 1987). Isopathy thereforeresgnts an
extremely useful tool in these circumstances. Aegemosode may be
available immediately from a homeopathic pharmaakernatively
one may be prepared within a very short time froatemial collected
from affected animals - indeed, it is not even 1s8eey to have a
specific diagnosis for therapy or prophylaxis tgibe
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Chapter 155urgery
and First Aid

General Considerations

There are a number of homeopathic remedies whot®lpgical
symptomatology so closely matches that producednpyies of
various kinds that in such situations they may teesqribed with very
little reference to the materia medica; they arerdfore generally
regarded as ‘first aid remedies'. Their applicafiorinjury, whether
accidentally or surgically inflicted, is a most @ideway for a
practitioner to become acquainted with the homdwopatethod.
However, it should be remembered that homeopattiiples still
apply; these remedies will therefore only be efflectf the symptoms
presented in the patient correspond to those destin the materia
medica for that remedy. In addition it should beedothat these
remedies are often polychrests, and their usefsiliteshomeopathic
therapeutics is not limited to their relevanceitetfaid situations. A
detailed study of their materia medica will revésdir true scope in the
sphere of homeopathic medicine. However, one ofthat strengths of
these remedies is that they can be prescribed ryriitiie information,
and often simply a knowledge of the initiating caws$ the symptoms
is sufficient.

The first aid remedies can be enormously effectivd their role in
counteracting the effects of injury can literally lifesaving, so much
so that it may be tempting to ignore more converaldforms of
therapy. While this may be possible in certain msituations, in others
it is clearly erroneous; such procedures as intrawe fluid therapy,
general nursing and the dressing or immobilisingnpired limbs are
clearly measures which are complementary to hontegpand are
considered to be just as much a part of homeoptfbiapeutics as they
are of orthodox practice.

Where the situation is acute, the sooner homeapatbdicine can be
instituted the better, and drop doses of a liquitepcy administered
onto the oral mucosa, or tablets placed underihedn be admini-
stered by the owner before veterinary attentionlmameceived; an
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animal can also be treated by the veterinary surgeoits way to the
provision of surgical facilities. Doses may be r&pé at regular short
intervals with complete safety. Remedies in higtepoies such as 1M
can be administered at intervals as short as finates until the patient
stabilises. This may then be followed by lower potes such as 30c at
increasing intervals until complete recovery ensues

When first aid is required there is rarely timeréder to textbooks
such as repertories; for this reason it is reconai@ethat the student of
veterinary homeopathy learns thoroughly the indices for the
following ten medicines.

Aconitum Napellus

Aconite is for shock, whether induced by physigatmotional trauma.
The fear, anxiety and restlessness induced by shoekelieved by
Aconitum. The provings describe a full, boundinglgeu and
tachycardia, but in practice shock which has induaeveak, rapid
pulse will also respond to Aconite.

Haemorrhage is sudden and profuse; the bloodgétaréd.

Similar symptoms of fear and restlessness are ge@mimals
suffering from a high fever, and this represenes slkecond major
indication for Aconitum; administration of Aconit the first onset of
fever, before any pathological changes have appeuaitt often bring
about rapid recovery.

Symptoms are worse at night, for cold dry windghtiand noise;
they are better for open air and rest.

KeynoteFear.

Apis Mellifica

Apis, made from the honey bee, is indicated wherthere is oedema
or other accumulation of fluid. This may be theutesf local
inflammation, or systemic disease such as cardidaré or renal
disease. Insect stings or other allergic reactwitisoften respond
rapidly, and it can be extremely effective in theatment of angio-
neurotic oedema, or 'hives'. The symptomatologludes the oede-
matous swellings, heat, pain and erythema one wyddct to see with
a bee sting, but the homeopathic indications caapany condition
where these signs are present, such as acutdiamnmabscess. There
is always amelioration from cold in any form - heni urticaria the
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pruritus is ameliorated by cold applications. Corapais with Urtica
Urens, where there is aggravation from cold appdoa.

Apis is a thirstless remedy, and correspondingiyehs retention of
urine. Apis can therefore be beneficial where oedefrthe urogenital
tract precludes the free passage of urine, asdiiegquently indicated
in postparturient animals on that basis.

Any acute allergic reaction, where there is oedemibbenefit from
Apis so it should be remembered in cases of hydraihand peritonitis
as well as those conditions of a more superfi@iline which have been
mentioned.

Keynote:Oedema.

Arnica Montana

The indication for Arnica is bruising, and its effieeness in this
situation is what has caused Arnica to become ths& commonly used
homeopathic remedy around the world. It often regmnés a person's
first experience of homeopathy and has certaingnlbesponsible for
demonstrating the efficacy of this form of medicinere than any other
remedy.

In acute injury it is given at any potency, but gedly the higher the
better, even 10M, as soon as possible after that,emad as frequently
as necessary thereafter. In surgery, it is usefabtnmence dosage the
day before the operation, and during surgery droped can be
administered sublingually by the anaesthetist. dogically it may be
continued at lower potency, e.g. 30c b.i.d. Thé®s @pplies to dentistry,
where the anti-haemorrhagic effect of Arnica makeso extremely
useful. Aural haematomas, especially if surgemoistraindicated, will
benefit from Arnica, and postparturient bruising yist another
indication.

The provings include 'bruised feeling', difficuletting comfortable
when lying on hard surfaces, and pain and stiffeéssuscles which is
relieved on motion. Pain on touch may be so gre&b éead to a fear of
being touched.

The homeopathic effect of Arnica in bruising redsiceain
considerably and it is the authors' experience wia¢n it is used
properly, if necessary in conjunction with othentempathic remedies,
it is only in extreme cases that conventional pogisal analgesia is
necessary.

Keynote:Bruising.
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Chapter 27
The Skin

General Considerations

In Paragraph 202 of th@rganon,Hahnemann stresses the importance
of treating the underlying imbalance of the vitatde, rather than
annihilating the symptoms by topical means. Derildd superficial
expression of disease, the vital force awakengdah®ining, internal,
symptoms of the disease, which had previously neecadormant. This
phenomenon is generally referred to as 'suppreédsibas can be seen
from Hahnemann's explanation, the term is nottbtraccurate; it is
nevertheless the description used by the majofityomeopaths, and as
long as the true mechanism of the observed effsaisderstood it is
acceptable to use this definition. The dangersuppeession as thus
defined are, however, those that demand that skieade is treated
correctly. The use of topical agents such as awsteroids and the
surgical removal of skin lesions are therefore @ntlicated from a
homeopathic point of view, but of far greater impw the use of
systemic anti-inflammatory drugs. While antibiotiesd antifungal
agents seem to be less suppressive, their contiruss is
counterproductive; if the correct homeopathic mediés administered
they should become unnecessary. That being sagdy @atient is an
individual, with their own individual strength ofital force, and an
animal with low vital force may exhibit symptoms @ferwhelming or
deep-seated infection, such as deep furunculosizagsive burdens of
malassezia. In such a case the strategic use tensgsantibiotics or
topical antifungal agents can act synergisticallghwhomeopathic
medicine by lifting the energetic burden sufficlgrib allow the vital
force to react. This situation is, however, rare.

The effects of homeopathic suppression as predimtgdahnemann
are easily observed in veterinary practice. Firdtyy symptoms recur,
and at increasingly short intervals; secondly witiey do recur, they
are more severe; and thirdly, eventually, the deepgans are affected.
It may be pertinent at this point to reassess fadmomeopathic point of
view the progression of an atopic dog treated withticosteroids
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towards steroid dependency, iatrogenic Cushingsadie and hepatic,
renal or cardiac failure. On the subject of atdphg, other major factor
which must be considered when treating homeopdithisa that of
vaccination, and it is the authors' experience tthabntinue the annual
vaccination of an atopic animal is to render honagiojg treatment
almost completely ineffective. Vaccinations almostariably aggra-
vate the skin symptoms of these patients, someimgggrably, and the
importance of this issue in the context of the hapaghic treatment of
skin diseases cannot be overstressed.

Sadly, many of the patients who are presenteddordopathic treat-
ment of skin diseases are in an advanced statagdition they
frequently have histories of long-term suppressiigapy, often still in
process. The effect of the latter is to bury sighthe true homeopathic
disease, along with the animal's mental and gerdratacteristics,
under a fog of non-specific symptomatology, so msohthat it is
frequently impossible to see any clear constitatigicture. It is most
important with such patients to 'hasten slowlytl @amthese cases the
use of ‘clearing remedies' such as bowel nosodesasmatic nosodes
is to be recommended for initial prescriptions.ded, in his later life,
Hahnemann himself frequently used Sulphur as @aliprescription in
patients suffering from chronic disease, apparemtithe basis of its
power as a clearing remedy. Such medicines havefitbet of ‘clearing
the picture' and allow a more accurate prescriptmribe made at
follow-up. In addition, identifying the predominamtiasm is a major
step in successful treatment of skin disease artabend the table
opposite should be of assistance.

The suppressive effects of corticosteroids mayeane for weeks
or months after administration has ceased, anaathic treatment
with potentised corticosteroid may help to remdwvent more rapidly.
It should be noted that the homeopathic provingcoftisone (by
Templeton, described iMateria Medico of New Homoeopathic
Remediedy Julian) produces symptoms indistinguishable fedlergic
dermatitis, and in cases of longstanding stercedaghy, sometimes all
that is required is a course of potentised corisprednisolone or other
such corticosteroid as may be appropriate for #se.c

In allergies, the isopathic use of potentised gées, identified by
skin or blood testing, may prove a useful adjumctriore classical
prescriptions, but it should again be borne in ntimat this does not
address the underlying imbalance in the vital fand can at best be
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The Skin A Miasmatic

Classification of Skin Diseases

Psora Sycosis Syphilis Tuberculosis

Dry Warty Ulcers Pustules

Rough Circumscribed Flexures of limbs ~ Smooth

Spreads  Localised History of ringworm
Itch Pain Pus, blood

Dirty Oily Offensive Urticaria

Scales thin Pigment changes Scales thick Obstinate boils

Glandular swelling Glandular swelling

Effects of suppression

Mind Reproductive Meninges (paralysis) Deeper tissues
CNS Liver Eyes Suppuration
Colitis Heart Bones Cavitation

palliative. In this context, a vaccine composedalérgens is no dif-
ferent from any other vaccine in the way it affeitis vital force, and
the repeated insults to the immune system whiclh saccination
regimes involve seem to render the organism exiyeneéractory to
homeopathy.

On the subject of ectoparasites, the increased déygeneral health,
coupled with the improved immune response which eecur with
homeopathic treatment, may be sufficient for anmahito throw off
such a burden. Sometimes, however, the vital fdogs not seem to be
able to respond sufficiently. In addition, the ¢ounkd irritation caused
by the parasites constitutes an obstacle to curé,im these cases
removal by some other, topical, means is necessary.

Ear problems are treated homeopathically in theesasmy as skin
disease, reflecting the fact that the ear canliésl by modified skin.
However, the shape of the canine ear in partia@aders its aeration
and drainage highly critical, and anything furtaéfecting this delicate
balance sends the external ear into a downwaral gppiswelling of the
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