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PART I. 

Introduction to the Theory and General Sketch of the 
Twelve Tissue Remedies. 

HISTORY OF THE TISSUE REMEDIES. 

SAMUEL HAHNEMANN , whose genius divined the great im-
portance of the inorganic cell salts as remedial agents of a 
high order, was the first who began thorough investigation 
into their pathogenetic effects and therapeutic uses. It was 
his provings of Lime and Salt and Potash and Silica that pre-
pared the way for the rest of the Tissue Remedies, that showed 
what vast store-houses of medicinal force these inorganic sub-
stances are, although apparently mert in their crude state. He 
it was who first pointed out how these forces could be un-
locked and directed for therapeutic purposes. Later, in 1832, 
attention was called in a paper published in Stapf's Archiv 
to the great importance as remedies of all the "essential com-
ponent parts of the human body," and again, in the same 
journal, in 1846: "All constituents of the human body prin-
cipally act on those organs wherein they have a function. All 
fulfill their functions when they are the cause of symptoitis." 
This from the pen of that remarkable genius in the field of 
Materia Medica—Constantine Hering. 

Later still, we find Grauvogl, in his Text-Book, taking some 
notice of these remarks and amplifying them; but it remained 
for Dr. Schiissler, of Oldenburg, Germany, to develop these 
suggestions and make the idea foreshadowed in them the basis 
of a "new system." In March, 1873, an article, entitled "An 
Abridged Homoeopathic Therapeutics/' from his pen, was pub-
lished in a German Homoeopathic journal, in which he says: 
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"About a year ago I endeavored to discover by experiments on 
the sick if it were not possible to heal them, provided their 
diseases were curable at all, with those substances that are the 
natural, i. e., the physiological function-remedies/1 Of this 
no special notice seems to have been taken, until, five months 
subsequently, Dr. Lorbacher, of Leipzig, came out in the same 
journal with some critical considerations of it. This was fol-
lowed by a reply from Schussler, which ran through seven 
numbers, giving a more detailed account of this "Abridged 
System of Homoeopathic Therapeutics/' the important features 
of which are incorporated in this work. 

The original communication from Schiissler to the German 
medical journal was translated into English, and published 
first in the Medical Investigator, May, 1873, and soon after-
wards in a small work, by Dr. C. Hering, entitled the "Twelve 
Tissue Remedies," "recommended for investigation" by this 
great teacher of our school. Several editions were published 
in rapid succession, from which this historical sketch is mainly 
derived, and following these appeared the translation of the 
twelfth German edition, by J. T. O'Connor, M. D., and one 
by M. Docetti Walker, considerably enlarged by the addition 
of an appendix popularizing the Biochemic Method. Dr. 
Schiissler, previous to his death, which occurred early in 1898, 
published the 25th German edition, in which the application of 
several of the remedies has been greatly enlarged and consid-
erable new matter added, all of which is incorporated in this 
work. This edition has been translated into English. 

Notwithstanding that Dr. Schussler denies in the later edi-
tions of his work all connection with Homoeopathy, and in-
sists that his method is not based upon the homoeopathic law 
of cure, but upon physiologico-chemical processes that take 
place within the organism, it is nevertheless true that the pres-
ent wide adoption of the Tissue Remedies in the treatment of 
disease is the fruit of the seed sown on homoeopathic ground 
as early as 1832, although its development was slow until 
Schussler gave it a wonderful impetus by bringing physiologi-
cal chemistry and physiological and pathological facts to bear 
on his therapeutic procedure. 
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THE THEORY OF SCHUSSLER'S BIOCHEMIC 
METHOD. 

The idea upon which Biochemic Therapeutics is based is 
the physiological fact that both the structure and vitality of 
the organs of the body are dependent upon certain necessary 
quantities and proper apportionment of its organic constitu-
ents. These remain after combustion of the tissues and form 
the ashes. 

The inorganic constituents are, in a very real sense, the 
material basis of the organs and tissues of the body, and are 
absolutely essential to their integrity of structure and func-
tional activity. According to Schussler's theory, any disturb-
ance in the molecular motion of these cell salts in living 
tissues, caused by a deficiency in the requisite amount, con-
stitutes disease,* which can be rectified and the requisite equili-
brium re-established by administering the same mineral salts 
in small quantities. This is supposed to be brought about by 
virtue of the operation of chemical affinity in the domain of 
histology; and hence this therapeutic procedure is styled by 
Schiissler the Biochemic method, and stress is laid on the 
fact that it is in supposed harmony with well-known facts and 
laws in physiological chemistry and allied sciences. 

*Recent experiments, made by Prof. Loeb, seem to prove that the 
various tissue cells will rapidly disintegrate in the absence of the proper 
proportion of sodium, potassium and lime salts in the circulating fluid, 
the normal ratio being 100 molecules of sodium, 2.2 molecules of potas-
sium and 1.5 molecules of lime. Any marked departure from this pro-
portion is followed by a more or less rapid degeneration of protoplasm. 

The maintenance of a stable metabolism within the cell is due to the 
presence of these salts in the proper ratio in the fluid, which surrounds 
the cell. It is thus a protective process. They maintain a sort of phys-
iologic balance in the liquids surrounding the living cells and any up-
setting of this proportional interrelation of the various salts may lead 
to physiologic disturbance and disease. 
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