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THE SECONDARY SYMPTOMS OF 

TUBERCULOSIS 

MIND 

Child of the union of Syphilitic and Psoric dyscrasias 
presents a picture of the "problem child" slow in com­
prehension dull, unable to keep a line of thought unso­
cial - keeps to himself and becomes sullen and morose. 

Alternately, cheerfulnes optimism and hopefulness 
especially in terminal states is a strong indication for 
tubercular state. 

A State of changefulness (May even be hysterical): 
borne out by a constant urge to travel or for a change of 
locality. 

Fair, intelligent, precocious person with increased 
sexual desire easily forming intense emotional bonds and 
consequently many physical and mental symptoms arise 
from a disappointment in love. 

The heightened manifestation of psoric phenomena 
must be considered to be tubercular in nature; for e.g. 
restlessness is a psoric trait but when this restlessness is 
so increased as to drive the patient to disturb others and 
to make a general nuisance of himself, it is considered to 
be tubercular. 

Patient's mental symptoms are better by the outbreak 
of an ulcer. Many tubercular states are ameliorated by 
diarrhoea.  
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TUBERCULAR MIASMTUBERCULINS 

EAR AND HEARING: 

All organic ear troubles especially affecting the middle 
ear. 

Suppurative process and destruction of the ossicles 
of the ears. 

Ears are often a safety valve in tubercular children. 
Abscesses relieve quite severe meningeal difficulties. They 
show up frequently in measles, scarlet fever, etc. Here 
the tubercular element comes readily to the surface in 
the form of suppuration of the middle ear. More fre­
quently aroused by fever. 

Peculiar, carrion-like odour from these aural abscesses 
are very characteristic. 

Often discharges cheesy or curdled. 

Exanthemata - ears. 

If free from ear troubles these children invariably suf­
fer from throat affections, especially tonsillitis. They ap­
pear well in the day time and free from pain but at night 
their sufferings begin, and they often scream with ear­
ache. They may begin as early as the first year and go on 
until puberty. The least exposure to cold or slightest draft 
brings on an attack. Occasionally we have prolonged 
febrile attacks with great suffering and suddenly better by 
the breaking of an abscess. Quite often their general 
health is better even when the ear is discharging copi­
ously, this tubercular, four-smelling pus. 

Ears look pale, often cold, and in some cases translu­
cent almost with the blood vessels enlarged, bluish in 
colour or bright red. (also in Syphilis) 
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