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PREFACE. 

THE present work is my private repertory. It was originally not 
intended for the press, had not my friends insisted upon its publica-
tion. I have revised, remodelled, added to, and expunged from it, 
in order to make it practical, to the best of my ability. The synthetic 
arrangement of works of this kind had to be in part omitted, in order 
to insure brevity and avoid repetitions. Hence the remedies and 
their symptoms have been left out, and the symptoms and their reme-
dies have received sole attention. I have gathered from all attain-
able sources, and introduced the verifications from my own experience 
during the period of twenty-five years and more. I have gleaned 
from Hahnemaun's Materia Medica Pura and his Chronic Diseases; 
Allen's Materia Medica, including the first eight volumes ; Hering 
and Lippe's Materia Medica; Guernsey's Obstetrics; Rune's Pathol-
ogy and Therapeutics; Bsehr's and Kafka's Therapeutics; Hale's New 
Remedies, etc.; in fact, the whole homosopathic literature of this 
country and Europe has been diligently searched in order to secure, 
if possible, the utmost perfection with regard to everything that is 
reliable and worthy of trust. For omissions and shortcomings, which, 
in the face of the utmost care, may be detected here and there, I 
crave the indulgence of the profession. 

W. EGGERT. 
INDIANAPOLIS, October, 1878. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

THE apparent want of success in the treatment of female disorders, 
in comparison with other diseases, may be only accounted for, first, 
by the insufficiency of our provings upon the female; and, second, by 
the difficulty of getting at those symptoms which have been obtained, 
either from the proving or from clinical experience, in an easy and 
practical way. And yet our Materia Medica is not quite as barren 
as some try to make us believe, nor have our clinics to hide their 
results on account of inferior successes than those obtained from any 
other mode in the practice of medicine. To be frank, it often seemed 
to us as if the complaint of the insufficiency of our provings is fre-
quently only called for to atone in reality the ignorance of our prac-
titioners in the knowledge of homoeopathic Materia Medica. And 
it is to a great extent this ignorance and its apparent justification 
that has led many of our practitioners astray, and induced them to 
seek in other modes and manners of treatment the satisfaction which 
the apparent adherence to the homoeopathic principle refused them 
to yield. We hear and read it so frequently that such and such 
remedy, seemingly indicated, has failed to cure, and that homoeopathy 
has often been a failure after faithful trial. We confess to look with 
skepticism upon all such assertions, because we used to talk in a 
similar manner until we became gradually but fully convinced 
that our failures were almost always the result of our ignorance of the 
Materia Medica, and the want of understanding to apply our law of 
cure properly. Strict adherence to the teachings of Hahnemann 
would make us more successful and liberal at the same time; liberal, 
because we would feel convinced that homoeopathic knowledge and 
art have been truly exhausted before we would resort to any other 
mode of treatment. But in order to arrive at such conviction, we 
must first of all become experts of homoeopathic Materia Medica. 
Why cannot we master Materia Medica just as well as anatomy, 

( vii ) 



Narayana Verlag, 79400 Kandern, Tel.: 07626 974970-0 
W. Eggert, Homoeop.therapeutics of uterine and vaginal discharges 

viii INTRODUCTION. 

physiology, surgery, etc. ? There is no excuse whatsoever for our 
ignorance. But instead of training experts, we see occasionally 
mongrelism encouraged and defended by a sham and would-be lib-
erality. A flag with the inscription "Freedom of Thought and 
Liberty of Action" has been unfurled, and now almost every fool 
can find protection in its folds. 

The lamentable outcry, "I have tried homoeopathy, but it failed," 
will find most instances thus exemplified. Dr. A. has a case of 
gonorrhoea to attend. Pie does perhaps not even understand how to 
examine such a case in its minutiae in order to prescribe properly, 
but he has heard and read that Cannabis sativa is a good remedy 
for such a disorder; he gives it to his patient, but it failed to cure. 
Perhaps he tried another remedy with only the same result, and 
now he complains that homoeopathy cannot cure gonorrhoea, 
although hundreds of practitioners testify to the contrary. He now 
orders injections, etc. Should a stricture of the urethra be the 
result of it, that flag of "Liberty of Action" will protect him, for he 
had tried homoeopathy (?), but, alas, how? Thus "liberty of 
action" (with "freedom of thought" we have nothing to do; let 
every one think as he pleases, that hurts nobody) will embrace and 
pet all practitioners if they only try homoeopathy to the best of their 
ability, no matter if in their ignorance they produce diseases of the 
heart, or secondary and tertiary syphilis, when treating rheumatism and 
syphilis with external applications, or by producing quinine cachexia 
when abusing quinine in fevers, or by producing various forms of 
diseases by suppressing skin diseases, etc. If those who introduced this 
liberal innovation deny any intention of such kind, they should have 
given to the profession a better definition of their ideas, for without 
such a definition the sweeping phrase "liberty of action" becomes 
almost identical with "licentiousness." Hahne-mann and his 
disciples never denied the use of mechanical means necessary for 
traumatic causes, nor the antidotes required in cases of poisoning, nor 
hygienic measures of any kind. 
If the masters of our school would complain of the insufficiency of 
our remedies we might listen to them; but when the ignoramus hurts 
our ears with such lamentation, we have only scorn to offer. And who 
has perhaps more to suffer from indolent and ignorant practitioners 
than our poor women ? and how often has an innocent uterus been 
made the battlefield of medical stupidity? Far be it from us to 
decry and denounce the modern innovations in therapeutics; but we 
can conscientiously only then allow ourselves to go 
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INTRODUCTION. ix  

outside of the "restricted views" of homoeopathic teachings, when 
these views or principles have been strictly complied with and have 
been found wanting. That there are powers in nature and art as-
signed to cure diseases besides those taught by Hahnemann, none of" 
us will deny, but no one will also assert that those powers are 
better understood now than those which Hahnemann disclosed to 
us. He wanted all restrictions removed from those who are " en-
dowed with the necessary power and knowledge to preserve human 
life, and with that delicate consciousness which every one whom God 
has appointed a guardian of human life should possess." Thus 
spoke Hahnemann, a master and genius in medicine, a man of the 
highest culture and learning • and when he penned these lines he 
thought he addressed his equals in learning and experience, like Hufe-
land and others. But he certainly did not entertain the idea to allow 
the ignorant to experiment upon the sick. He never would have 
granted " liberty of action" to the majority of our practitioners. 
Such independence he would have willingly accorded to masters 
like Hering, Dunham, etc., but as to the majority of our doctors it 
would be like putting razors in the hands of young children. What 
would an experienced surgeon say of a practitioner of surgery, who 
in spite of his title could not attend properly to a common fracture, if 
he would see, him going outside of the accepted rules to accomplish 
the reunion of bones, and thereby risk the patient's health and life? 
Would he accord him "liberty of action?" Just so with 
homoeopathic practitioners. First, let us become homoeopathists in 
the truest sense of the word, and if we fail, then it will be time 
enough to go outside of our "restricted views." And we feel jus-
tified to say, the more we endeavor to become the former the less we 
will need the latter. 

The whole soul of the homoeopathic healing art centres in the 
thorough understanding of its Materia Medica and in the art to ex-
amine a patient properly; this latter must naturally include a knowl-
edge of anatomy, physiology, chemistry, microscopy, etc. If thus 
equipped the practitioner finds himself at a loss, then to him and 
him only we grant "liberty of action." It is all in vain to say that 
those who entertain our views ignore progress; on the contrary, we 
hail it with the-same pleasure and earnestness that any candid seeker 
after truth would do, to benefit the human race and alleviate its 
sufferings. But at the same time we try to guard and protest against 
anything that could be abused by ignorant persons, to drag medicine 
into licentiousness under the mantle and name of homoeopathy. 
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x INTRODUCTION. 

The aim of this work is to make female symptomatology more 
easy of access, and impart if possible to our practitioners more and 
more confidence in the power of our remedies to control female dis-
orders. The symptoms have been carefully selected and arranged. 
Although we gave to our book only the title Therapeutics of Uterine 
and Vaginal Discharges, we have nevertheless endeavored to give 
the whole symptomatology of the female generative organs, as the 
reader will see by a comparison of these organs through the different 
parts of this work. But as there exists likely no female disorder 
without an abnormal discharge from the uterus or the vagina, 
or both, we considered the present arrangement more practical and 
convenient. Every part contains first the quantity, quality, and 
time of the discharge it has reference to, and is followed by a selec-
tion of concomitants, usually existing during a proving, or frequently 
observed at the bedside. Part VIII contains a selection of charac-
teristic symptoms, the most of whien the preceding parts do not em-
brace ; this was added in order to facilitate the treatment of more 
complicated and inveterate chronic cases. Of course we only gave 
the characteristics of such remedies as have a more or less special 
affinity to the female organism. 

With regard to the dose we have but little to say. If we give 
preference to high attenuations, we do so from convictions forced 
upon us after an experience of many years; but we are not a parti-
san of any potency. We employ the smallest dose that will cure, and 
the single remedy. This we consider both liberal and rational, bear-
ing in mind that the true and essential point in curing the sick is 
the selection of the right remedy, or the remedy strictly homoeo-
pathic. We discard the theory of giving high or low attenuations, 
according to a doubtful formula of primary and secondary symp-
toms, since experience has taught us that we cured both kinds of 
symptoms with high attenuations, and with high attenuations only. 
Nor do we consider it an argument in favor of low attenuations, if a 

O ' 
cure is reported by a remedy in said attenuations, after it had failed 
to accomplish anything in its higher form. Such cases have come 
under our notice, but instead of giving the remedy low, we found 
the similimum in quite a different remedy, and accomplished a cure. 
What has given us a great deal of thought and trouble is the 
question of repetition in chronic cases. While it is true that 
many disorders of this kind yield to a single dose, and bring about 
a cure, or at least a change for the better, it is equally true that many 
cases demand a repetition ; and here the question arises, how often 
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shall such repetition be made ? To lay down a rule would be quite 
impossible, and only experience can be our teacher. We believe 
that as soon as a remedy produces a favorable change it must be sus-
pended. If the patient gets worse, we must be careful to distinguish 
a medicinal aggravation from other causes, for the former will occa-
sionally occur in spite of all opposition. A medicinal aggravation 
we consider a favorable sign, and suspend the remedy; only in very 
exceptional cases it might become necessary to give a remedy to anti-
dote the action of the former. We know from experience that the 
truly homoeopathic remedy will make its presence soon known in 
the diseased, and in highly nervous, sensitive, lean persons, usually 
sooner than in the robust, sluggish, and bilious. Hence we scarcely 
ever give to the former more than one, and to the latter usually from 
three to six doses, in the interval from twelve to forty-eight hours. 
Then time must be given to the remedy to develop its power. We 
usually allow a month to pass, giving the remedy right after the ces-
sation of the menstrual flow. Following these directions, together 
with necessary hygienic measures, we will seldom meet with disap-
pointment in all cases amenable to medicinal treatment. 
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