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1. Diseases of the Respiratory 
System 

1. Epistaxis - Nose-bleed. This condition when due to injury is 
less common than in the horse. 

ETIOLOGY. Haemorrhage due to trauma can be associated with bull-
holders and other mechanical devices. Bleeding may be caused by 
abscesses or tumours and also occurs in certain septicaemic con-
ditions, and in poisoning by bracken and clover. 

SYMPTOMS. The bleeding may be confined to one nostril only 
when it is usually associated with local lesions; or it may be bilateral 
when generalised upset is present. The character of the blood may 
indicate venous or arterial haemorrhage and care must be taken to 
differentiate local bleeding from that arising from pulmonary in-
volvement. 

TREATMENT. 
1. Arnica 6c.   When haemorrhages arise as a result of local injury, 

arnica should always be employed. Dose: in acute cases one dose 
should be given every hour for four doses. When the injury is of 
longer duration, two doses of a higher potency, e.g. 1m, are indi 
cated, each dose being 24 hours apart. 

2. Belladonna 200c.   If there is involvement of the central nervous 
system this remedy should be considered, symptoms such as full 
pulse and dilated pupils determining its use. Dose: one dose ever 
hour for four doses. 

3. Ammonium Carbonicum 30c.   Beef animals in good condition 
may respond well to this remedy, rather than thinner animals of 
the dairy type. Dose: one dose three times daily for two days. 

2. Coryza or Catarrhal Rhinitis. This condition is an inflamma-
tion of the nasal passages and is invariably associated with infection 
of one kind or another. 
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ETIOLOGY. A Primary cause may be exposure to cold or damp 
weather as happens when cattle are left out at night in late autumn. 
Young animals may show symptoms when they are confined in cold 
damp pens. Specific Rhinitis is associated with infectious disease. 

SYMPTOMS. There may be an initial rise of temperature which, in 
calves, may reach 105°F. Nasal mucous discharge accompanies 
lachrymation due to conjunctival inflammation. The discharge 
soon becomes muco-purulent and coughing takes place. The muco-
sa of the nasal passages becomes red and swollen. Swelling of the 
sub-maxillary lymph glands is frequently seen. 

TREATMENT. The treatment outlined here relates only to simple 
uncomplicated Rhinitis. Coryza associated with specific disease and 
secondary to pneumonia or bronchitis will be dealt with under these 
conditions. 
1. Aconite 30c.    This is a useful preliminary remedy and should be 

given early in the febrile stage if possible. Dose: one dose every 
half-hour for six doses. 

2. Arsenicum Album 1m.   Indicated when there is an accompany 
ing conjunctivitis and signs of respiratory involvement. The 
nasal discharge may be acrid. Dose: one dose every hour for four 
doses. 

3. Silicea 200c.   Thickening of the nasal mucosa, associated with 
hypertrophy calls for this remedy. Dose: one dose daily for one 
week. 

4. Pulsatilla 30c.   When the inside of the nose becomes encrusted 
with scales, this remedy may help. There may be purulent lach 
rymation. Dose: one dose three times daily for three days. 

5. Mercurius Corrosivus 30c.   Disease of the nasal bones calls for 
mercury. The discharge contains blood and mucus and shows a 
greenish tinge. Dose: one dose daily for five days. 

6. Allium Cepa 6c.   Bland discharges early in the affection indicate 
the need for this remedy. Lachrymation is common and the eyes 
appear red. Dose: one dose every half-hour for four doses. 

7. Hydrastis 30c.   When the discharge becomes catarrhal and 
yellow. Dose: one three times daily for two days. 

8. Dulcamara 200c.   This remedy should be considered when the 
condition arises as a result of exposure to a fall in temperature 
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after a warm day, as frequently happens in late summer or early 
autumn. Dose: one every three hours for four doses. 

3. Chronic Rhinitis - Chronic Nasal Catarrh. This condition may be 
associated with a chronic pneumonia or pharyngitis and can 
accompany abscess formation due to specific organisms. 

SYMPTOMS. Respiration becomes difficult due to a chronic thick-
ening of the nasal mucosa. This is accompanied by a purulent nasal 
discharge which may be thick at times. Throat glands may become 
swollen leading to further embarrassment of respiration. 

TREATMENT. 
1. Kali Bichromicum 30c.   Purulent yellow discharge of a tough, 

stringy nature calls for this remedy. Dose: one three times daily 
for three days. 

2. Hydrastis 6c.   Thick catarrhal discharges are associated with 
this remedy. Discharge is free-flowing. Dose: one twice daily for 
four days. 

3. Mercurius Solubilis 30c.   Discharges are greenish and may be 
tinged with blood. Caries of nasal bones may be present. Dose: 
one dose twice daily for five days. 

4. Silicea 200c.    When this remedy is indicated the purulent dis 
charge is thin and greyish looking. The nasal bones may be thick 
ened. Dose: one daily for seven days. 

4. Sinusitis. Acute inflammation of the sinuses is relatively un-
common in cattle, but a chronic form frequently follows dehorning. 

SYMPTOMS. Shortly after dehorning under unsuitable conditions a 
suppurative inflammation may set in and progresses to a longer-
lasting purulent sinusitis. Proliferation of the sinus lining may 
accompany a necrosis of the bone in severe cases. There may be 
head shaking and a rise in temperature in the initial stage. Purulent 
discharge from the nose is seen early on but later this may be absent. 

TREATMENT. 
1. Hepar Sulphuris 6x. Employed in this low potency the remedy 

will hasten elimination of purulent material. The pus is usually 
thin and free-flowing. Dose: one three times daily for four days. 
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2. Silicea 200c.    Proliferation of sinus lining may call for this 
remedy. The accompanying discharge is thin, greyish and foul- 
smelling. Dose: one per day for one week. 

3. Kali Bichromicum 30c.   Retention and inspissation of purulent 
material is associated with this remedy. The pus appears as yel 
low, stringy masses. Dose: one three times daily for four days. 

4. Mercurius Corrosivus 200c.   Indicated when suspected caries of 
bone has taken place, the overlying facial bones being puffy and 
soft. Pus discharged is greenish and may be tinged with blood. 
Dose: one daily for seven days. 

5. Hydrastis 30c.   When the discharge is more catarrhal and mu- 
coid with less purulent involvement. Dose: one three times daily 
for five days. 

5. Laryngitis. Inflammation of the laryngeal area is frequently 
associated with other respiratory conditions such as bronchitis and 
pneumonia. It may be acute or chronic. 

ETIOLOGY. Acute laryngitis often accompanies colds and exposure 
to inclement weather. 

SYMPTOMS. There is lack of appetite and sometimes a fall in milk 
yield in severe cases. A dry painful cough accompanies the condi-
tion which may extend down the respiratory tract. The chronic form 
is often secondary to more serious disease such as actinobacillosis or 
pulmonary abscess. It leads to narrowing of the laryngeal opening 
and produces difficulty in inspiration. 

TREATMENT. 
1. Aconite 30c.   Will be helpful in the. acute form if given early. 

Dose: one every hour for four doses. 
2. Spongia Tosta 6c.   A useful remedy for controlling laryngeal 

cough. Dose: one three times daily for three days. 
3. Mercurius Cyanatus 30c.   If there is an accompanying mem 

brane of the throat, this is the remedy of choice. Dose: one three 
times daily for two days. 

4. Sanguinaria 6c.   A good  remedy  for controlling laryngeal 
oedema. Dose: one three times daily for three days. 

5. Drosera 9c.   Spasmodic coughing accompanying the condition 
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may call for this remedy. Dose: one three times daily for four 
days. 
6. Rhus Toxicodendron 1m.    This is a useful remedy when the 

throat is dark red and there is accompanying lachrymation. 
Dose: one twice daily for four days. 

6. Tracheitis.    Inflammation of the windpipe may be either acute 
or chronic. 

ETIOLOGY. Predisposing factors include damp or unhygienic 
buildings leading to the establishment of infection, pasteurella or-
ganisms and viruses being commonly implicated. 

SYMPTOMS. Fever may rise to 105° or 106°F. Respirations become 
increased and there is a frequent dry cough which later may become 
moist. The cough is easily induced by pressure on the trachea. The 
acute form may lead into a chronic state which in turn can produce 
more serious disease such as bronchitis or pneumonia. A mucous 
cough is the main symptom of the chronic form and if the disease 
process spreads down to the lung tissue signs of pneumonia become 
evident. 

TREATMENT. 
1. Bryonia 30c.    Useful for controlling the dry cough of the acute 

stage. Dose: one three times daily for two days. 
2. Aconite 6x.    For the initial feverish stage. Dose: one every half- 

hour for four doses. 
3. Dulcamara 30c.    When arising as a result of exposure to damp 

conditions, especially in autumn or late summer. Dose one three 
times daily for three days. 

4. Drosera 9c.   A useful remedy for controlling spasmodic cough. 
Dose: one three times daily for three days. 

7. Congestion of Lungs.   This condition may arise from an in 
creased blood-supply when it is termed active, or when there is 
interference with blood supply-passive congestion. 

ETIOLOGY. Exposure to cold weather is a common cause, as also is 
transportation over long distances. It may accompany diseased con-
ditions such as hepatitis or severe mastitis. 
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