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SPIDERS 

Spiders from the largest and most widely distributed 
order of class of animals called ARACHNID A, which also 
includes the scorpions, hervestmen, false scorpions, mites 
and ticks. 

There are about 22,000 different species of spiders of 
which about 500 are British. The largest are found in 
Central America and have a body length of about 3.5 
inches, the smallest species are less than a 25th of an inch 
long. 

SPIDERS - ARANEIDA 

There are two types of spiders : 

1. ARANOMORPHAE or DIPNEUMONES, with one 
pair of lungs. 

2. MYGALOMORPHAE or TETRAPNEUMONES, with 
two pairs of lungs. 

ARANOMORPHAE MYGALOMORPHAE 
1. They spin cobwebs 1. Always live in funnels and 

in the air. tubular holes in the ground. 
Some close this beutifully 
lined holes with a lid like a 
hinge door. 
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2. The poison glands and 2 
ducts are elongated and 
the claws move hori
zontally like pin 

3. Tarentula Hispanica 3 

More species belong to the Aranomorphae and they 
are called the true spiders or tarentulas (in the new 
nomenclature tarantula). 

Bodies of animals belonging to class Arachnida -
consist of 2 parts : 

(a) The front - head and chest closely joined forming 
cephalothorax; 

(b) The behind - the abdomen. 

Greek Mythology 

In ancient Greece there lived a woman called Arachne 
who was famous for her skill in weaving. Her skill at 
her art made her very conceited, thinking that there was 
none better than her. In her conceit she challenged the 
Goddess Athene to a weaving contest. Arachne's effort 
was very beautiful and it aroused jealousy in Athene was 
felt threatened by Arachne. Athene was the goddess of 
all weaving. In her fit of rage she tore Arachne's wearing 
to pieces. Arachne was very upset and she hung herself, 
where upon Athene changed her into a spider and 
condemned her to go on weaving forever. Hence, the 
name Arachnida which really means "Children of 
Arachne". 

The have a pair of jaws, a pair of pincer claws and 

They have short glands and 
ducts and their fangs move 
vertically. 

Tarentula Cubensis Mygale 
Cubensis 
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